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carry consequences which reach the world's five continents and seven
seas. We cannot permit nations to seize and pre-empt by processes
of conquest areas whose resources should be available to all. Never-
theless, so long as any nation follows policies designed exclusively
for the protection and furtherance of its own interests and is not
solicitous to assist in resolving the problems of other nations whose
well-being is equally necessary for the operation of a world economy
such as we have to-day, just so long will the progress of civilization
and the welfare of mankind be retarded through unnecessary and
futile wars.
In the world of to-day and to-morrow, no nation can afford simply
to " mind its own business," for the problems of its neighbours, all its
neighbours, must inevitably bfecome an important part of its business,
and sound statesmanship must recognize that the practical logic of
"splendid isolationism," or bloc isolationism, has gone for ever.
And so long as we, in our future diplomatic, political, and legislative
policies and actions, fail to perceive the lessons of history and the
lost opportunities of the past, just so long shall we as a nation
continue to overlook opportunities to employ our limitless strength,
both material and moral, towards the development of civilization
and of the welfare of our own country and people without the
dissipation of lives and wealth in useless wars.
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The Swiss Minister came again to-day and told us that the matter
of selling our cars, wine, et cetera, has now been entirely re-opened
because the Ministry of Finance insists on the Swiss Minister putting
the proceeds into an account at the Yokohama Specie Bank separate
from his account for official expenses. From that account we would
be allowed to draw cash for our current expenses while here, but as
soon as we have left, the money would be frozen and the Minister
would not be allowed to use it for official expenses,'crediting us with
our individual proceeds in Washington. That, as the Minister pointed
out to Kiuchi, is tantamount to confiscation. I shall certainly not
sell my cars or wine under such conditions and I asked the Minister
to let the whole matter ride for the present, merely reporting the
facts to Washington.
This is pure highway robbery. The Ministry of Finance, the
Home Office, and the War Office are determined to decide every
question over the head of the Foreign Office and with no consider-
ation of international usage. The Foreign Office, they say, has been
given the opportunity to conduct the country's foreign affairs and
has failed, and it has lost so much face that it must now be crowde'd
out of the picture. One Japanese diplomat's wife told Gorg£ that her
husband was depressed and wanted to get out, because he was placed
in the position of being authorized to give the Minister certain

